Lesson 1: The Wisdom of Solomon

Text: 1 Kings 3
Date Used:

Key Point: Solomon, though wise, needed what we and all sinners need: Christ, Wisdom
Himself, and the forgiveness He brings.

Law/Gospel: The fear of the Lord—reverence for God and trust in Him—is the beginning of
wisdom, yet, in my sin, | am unwise, failing to trust in the Lord above all things. Jesus, Wisdom
personified, gives to me and all who believe in Him a share of His wisdom, that is, Himself.

To bring: Engage Approximate time:

Location:

Leader(s):

Suggested Songs: (Engage CD) “Without a Doubt,” Track 1; “Take My Life and Let It Be,”
Track 2; “Built on Christ,” Track 4

Bible Challenge Question: Name one or more of David’s sons or daughters.

Sons: Amnon, Daniel, Absalom, Shimea, Adonijah, Shephatiah, Ithream, Shobab, Nathan,
Solomon, Ibhar, Elishama, Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia, Eliada, and Eliphelet. Daughter:
Tamar (1 Chronicles 3:1-9)

Notes:

To bring: Explore | Approximate time:

Level 1 (Grades 1-3) Level 2 (Grades 4-6)
Location: Location:

Leader(s): Leader(s):

Notes: Notes:

Adult Bible Study
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:




To bring: Express Options (Choose 2 or more!)

) Slot 1: Slot 2: Slot 3*: Slot 4*: Slot 5*: Slot 6*:
Approximate

times:

[J Music: (Express CD) You Are the Way; through You Alone (Track 20)
Philippians 4:19 (Track 15)
Without a Doubt (Track 19)
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

J Skit: The Wisdom of Solomon
Location:
Leader(s):
Notes:

[1 Craft: Proverbs Pencil
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[l Food Activity: Wisdom Scrolls
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[J Group Activity: Musical Reflections
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

*If applicable



Lesson 2: Solomon Builds the Temple
Text: 1 Kings 5—-6

Date Used:

Key Point: Though God resided within the Old Testament temple, He was hidden behind the
veil in the Most Holy Place. Jesus is the unveiled Most Holy Place, accessible to all, enfolding
believers in the arms of His Word and Sacraments.

Law/Gospel: In my sin, | want to keep God at a distance; | don’t want Him to see who | really
am. God, in His love, draws me near to Him through His Son, Jesus, the Word made flesh. He
tabernacles (dwells) with me and all believers through Word and Sacrament, forgiving my sin.

To bring:

Engage | Approximate time:

Location:

Leader(s):

Suggested Songs: (Engage CD) “Built on Christ,” Track 4; “Praise Him, Praise Him,” Track
5; “Take My Life and Let It Be,” Track 2

Bible Challenge Question: How many temples were built to honor God in Jerusalem?
Three: Solomon’s temple; the second temple, also called Zerubbabel’s temple; and
Herod'’s temple

Notes:

To bring:

Explore | Approximate time:

Level 1 (Grades 1-3) Level 2 (Grades 4-6)
Location: Location:

Leader(s): Leader(s):

Notes: Notes:

Adult Bible Study

Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:



To bring:

Express Options (Choose 2 or more!)

_ Slot 1: Slot 2: Slot 3*:
Approximate

times:

Slot 4*:

Slot 5*:

Slot 6*:

[J Music: (Express CD) Built on Christ (Track 3)
1 Kings 6:13 (Track 1)
God Himself Is Present (Track 9)
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Skit: Solomon Builds the Temple
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[0 Craft: Cedar Sachet
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1  Food Activity: Temple Snack
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1  Group Activity: Gravity for All
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Service Project: Outreach Invitations
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

*If applicable




Lesson 3: God Provides for Elijah

Text: 1 Kings 17
Date Used:

Key Point: Just as God provided food and life for Elijah, the widow, and her son, so He provides
food, forgiveness, and life eternal for us in Christ.

Law/Gospel: In sin, | complain that God does not give me what | need or deserve. God daily
supplies me with those good gifts that sustain me in body and soul, giving each of them
through His Son.

To bring: Engage Approximate time:

Location:

Leader(s):

Suggested Songs: (Engage CD) “Without a Doubt,” Track 1; “Take My Life and Let It Be,”
Track 2; “Jesus Loves Me,” Track 6

Bible Challenge Question: Which prophet appeared with Moses on the mountain at

Jesus’ transfiguration? Elijah

Notes:

Explore | Approximate time:

To bring:
Level 1 (Grades 1-3) Level 2 (Grades 4-6)
Location: Location:
Leader(s): Leader(s):
Notes: Notes:
Adult Bible Study
Location:
Leader(s):

Notes:




To bring:

Express Options (Choose 2 or more!)

_ Slot 1: Slot 2: Slot 3*:
Approximate

times:

Slot 4*:

Slot 5*:

Slot 6*:

[J Music: (Express CD) Philippians 4:19 (Track 15)
God Is So Good (Track 10)
Children of the Heavenly Father (Track 5)
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[ Skit: God Provides for Elijah
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Craft: Eternal-Cake Necklace
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Food Activity: Snacking with Ravens
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

0 Group Activity: Blessings Kit
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

*If applicable




Lesson 4: Elijah and the Prophets of Baal
Text: 1 Kings 18:20-46

Date Used:

Key Point: Just as the true God revealed Himself on the altar of Mount Carmel, so on the cross-
shaped altar of Mount Calvary Jesus revealed, once and for all, that He alone is the real God
who loves us enough to die for us.

Law/Gospel: God demands that | fear, love, and trust in Him alone; yet | sinfully place my trust
elsewhere. Jesus proved that He is the true Lord by offering Himself as the sacrifice for sin,
once and for all. He calls me back from my sin to His forgiving embrace.

To bring: Engage Approximate time:
Location:
Leader(s):
Suggested Songs: (Engage CD) “Don’t Look Back,” Track 7; “Jesus Loves Me,” Track 6;
“Children of the Heavenly Father,” Track 8
Bible Challenge Question: Name one of the false gods (idols) named in the Bible. The
best known is probably Baal. Others include Ashtoreth, Molech, Chemosh, Milcom. See
1 Kings 11:4-8 and 1 Samuel 5.
Notes:
To bring: Explore | Approximate time:
Level 2 (Grades 4-6)
Level 1 (Grades 1-3) Location:
Location: Leader(s):
Leader(s):
Notes:
Notes:
Adult Bible Study
Location:
Leader(s):

Notes:




To bring:

Express Options (Choose 2 or more!)

Approximate
times:

Slot 1: Slot 2: Slot 3*: Slot 4*:

Slot 5*:

Slot 6*:

[J Music: (Express CD) Take My Life and Let It Be (Track 18)
You Are the Way; through You Alone (Track 20)
Don’t Look Back (Track 6)
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[ Skit: Elijah and the Prophets of Baal
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Craft: Fire-of-God Candle Holder
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Food Activity: Falling Fire
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

0 Group Activity: Building an Altar with Gelatin Fire
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

*If applicable




Lesson 5: Elijah Is Taken to Heaven

Text: 2 Kings 2:1-15
Date Used:

Key Point: Elijah, like Enoch before him, was taken into heaven alive. Jesus, who is our great Elijah,
ascended alive into heaven for us and our salvation.

Law/Gospel: Death overtakes me because | am permeated by sin and am subject to its penalty. The
death and resurrection of Jesus, through which He reconciles us to God, is the death of death itself,
assuring me that | and all believers will rise to eternal life.

To bring: Engage Approximate time:

Location:
Leader(s):

Suggested Songs: (Engage CD) “Don’t Look Back,” Track 7; “Praise Him, Praise Him,”
Track 5; “Built on Christ,” Track 4

Bible Challenge Question: Who in the Bible never died but was taken straight to heaven
by God? Elijah the prophet (2 Kings 2:11) and Enoch (Genesis 5:24; Hebrews 11:5)

Notes:

Explore | Approximate time:

To bring:
Level 1 (Grades 1-3) Level 2 (Grades 4-6)
Location: Location:
Leader(s): Leader(s):
Notes: Notes:
Adult Bible Study
Location:
Leader(s):
Notes:




To bring:

Express Options (Choose 2 or more!)

Approximate
times:

Slot 1: Slot 2: Slot 3*: Slot 4*:

Slot 5*:

Slot 6*:

[J Music: (Express CD) Don’t Look Back (Track 6)
Revelation 21:4 (Track 16)
Children of the Heavenly Father (Track 5)
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Skit: Elijah Is Taken to Heaven
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Craft: Whirlwind Bottle
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Food Activity: Heavenly Feast
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

0 Group Activity: Set Your Mind on Things Above
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

*If applicable




Lesson 6: Naaman and Elisha

Text: 2 Kings 5:1-14
Date Used:

Key Point: The Word of God spoken by the prophet was in and with the water of the Jordan to
restore the flesh of Naaman. The Word of God spoken by the pastor is in and with the water of
Baptism to cleanse us of our sin and restore us as children of the heavenly Father.

Law/Gospel: Sin and its effects slowly kill me, both in body and soul. Jesus saves me, both in
body and in soul. He cleanses me from sin and at the resurrection will heal my body and
make it perfect, so it will be like His.

To bring: Engage Approximate time:

Location:
Leader(s):

4

Suggested Songs: (Engage CD) “Oh, How | Love Jesus,” Track 9; “Praise Him, Praise Him,’
Track 5; “Without a Doubt,” Track 1

Bible Challenge Question: True or false? Elijah was Elisha’s father. False. Shaphat was
Elisha’s father (1 Kings 19:16).

Notes:

Approximate time:
To bring: Explore | Aprp

Level 2 (Grades 4-6)
Level 1 (Grades 1-3) Location:
Location: Leader(s):
Leader(s):

Notes:

Notes:

Adult Bible Study
Location:
Leader(s):
Notes:




To bring:

Express Options (Choose 2 or more!)

Slot 1: Slot 2:
Approximate

times:

Slot 3*:

Slot 4*:

Slot 5*:

Slot 6*:

[J Music: (Express CD) God Is So Good (Trac
Ephesians 2:8-9 (Track 7)
Have No Fear, Little Flock (Track 11)
Location:

Leader(s):

k 10)

Notes:

[ Skit: Naaman and Elisha
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[0 Craft: Jesus-Washes-My-Sins-Away Washcloth

Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Food Activity: Bruised Flesh
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[J Service Project: Leprosy Project
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

*If applicable




Lesson 7: Jonah

Text: Book of Jonah
Date Used:

Key Point: Just as Jonah was swallowed up in the belly of the fish for three days, so Jesus, in His
crucifixion, was baptized into the sea of death, drowned in our sin, devoured by the grave, and
spewed forth alive again on the third day so that He might save us all.

Law/Gospel: In my sin, | judge and condemn others. | am unforgiving because | am blind to my
own sin and guilt. God, who sees my sin, is rich in mercy and forgives me for Jesus’ sake.

To bring: Engage Approximate time:

Location:

Leader(s):

Suggested Songs: (Engage CD) “Oh, How | Love Jesus,” Track 9; “Without a Doubt,”
Track 1; “For All the Saints,” Track 10

Bible Challenge Question: True or false? Jonah could hardly wait to go to Nineveh to

preach God’s Word. False. Jonah did not want to go to Nineveh.

Notes:

Explore | Approximate time:

To bring:

Level 1 (Grades 1-3) Level 2 (Grades 4-6)
Location: Location:

Leader(s): Leader(s):

Notes: Notes:

Adult Bible Study
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:




To bring:

Express Options (Choose 2 or more!)

Approximate
times:

Slot 1: Slot 2: Slot 3*: Slot 4*:

Slot 5*:

Slot 6*:

[J Music: (Express CD) Take My Life and Let It Be (Track 18)
Chief of Sinners Though | Be (Track 4)
| Am Sorry, Jesus (Track 12)
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Skit: Jonah
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Craft: Big Fish Aquarium
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Food Activity: Jonah and the Cross
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1  Group Activity: Brought Back to Serve
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

*If applicable




Lesson 8: Hezekiah Prays

Text: 2 Kings 18-19
Date Used:

Key Point: Hezekiah prayed in faith to God and was delivered. Jesus, our mediator and
advocate with the Father, intercedes for us, granting us deliverance from sin, death, and the
devil.

Law/Gospel: Sin makes me proud. It causes me to avoid God because | think | am self-sufficient
and don’t need Him. My heavenly Father is always ready to hear me and my cries for help,
giving me His Son for my salvation.

To bring: Engage Approximate time:

Location:
Leader(s):

Suggested Songs: (Engage CD) “Oh, How | Love Jesus,” Track 9; “For All the Saints,”
Track 10; “Don’t Look Back,” Track 7

Bible Challenge Question: True or false? Prayer is talking to God. True

Notes:

To bring: Explore Approximate time:

Level 1 (Grades 1-3) Level 2 (Grades 4-6)
Location: Location:

Leader(s): Leader(s):

Notes: Notes:

Adult Bible Study
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:




To bring:

Express Options (Choose 2 or more!)

_ Slot 1: Slot 2: Slot 3*:
Approximate

times:

Slot 4*:

Slot 5*:

Slot 6*:

[1 Music: (Express CD) God Has Given Us His Word (Track 8)

Have No Fear, Little Flock (Track 11)
2 Timothy 4:18 (Track 2)
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Skit: Hezekiah Prays
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[0 Craft: Prayer Journal
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Food Activity: Prayer Pretzels
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Service Project: I-Prayed-for-You Postcards
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

*If applicable




Lesson 9: Jeremiah and God’s New Covenant

Text: Jeremiah 1:4-10; 29:1-14; 31:31-34; 33:14-16
Date Used:

Key Point: God promised to restore His wayward people, pointing them to a new covenant and
a righteous Branch of David. Jesus, the promised Branch, fulfilled this covenant of righteousness
for Jeremiah, Israel, and all believers.

Law/Gospel: Disobedience to God’s Law means temporal and eternal punishment for me and
all people. God saves His people not through obedience to the Law, but through Jesus, the
promised Branch, who would keep the Law and suffer for my sins and for the sins of the
whole world on the cross.

To bring: Engage Approximate time:
Location:
Leader(s):
Suggested Songs: (Engage CD) “Oh, How | Love Jesus,” Track 9; “Without a Doubt,” Track
1; “Praise Him, Praise Him,” Track 5
Bible Challenge Question: What do we call a person who receives messages from God
to tell His people? A prophet
Notes:
Explore | Approximate time:
To bring:

Level 1 (Grades 1-3)

Level 2 (Grades 4-6)

Location: Location:
Leader(s): Leader(s):
Notes: Notes:
Adult Bible Study

Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:



*If applicable



To bring:

Express Options (Choose 2 or more!)

Approximate
times:

Slot 1: Slot 2: Slot 3*: Slot 4*: Slot 5*:

Slot 6*:

[J Music: (Express CD) Chief of Sinners, Though | Be (Track 4)
You Are the Way; through You Alone (Track 20)
Jeremiah 29:11 (Track 13)

Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Skit: Jeremiah and God’s New Covenant
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[ Craft: Righteous Branch Vase
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1  Food Activity: Mint Chocolate Stumps of Salvation
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

0 Group Activity: New Life from the Righteous Branch
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:




Lesson 10: The Three Men in the Fiery Furnace

Text: Daniel 3
Date Used:

Key Point: Just as Jesus was with the three men in the fiery furnace and saved them, so our
Savior is with us in His Word and Sacraments, sustaining us when we suffer for His name.

Law/Gospel: In sin, | choose what makes the world, my flesh, and the devil happy and try to
avoid the suffering or trouble that sometimes comes my way because of my faith in God. He
who once walked unharmed with the three faithful men in the fiery furnace also suffered the
fiery wrath of God by dying on the cross to pay for my sins. Through Word and Sacrament, He
sustains me through all the troubles | have in this life and assures me of life with Him in
heaven.

To bring: Engage Approximate time:

Location:

Leader(s):

Suggested Songs: (Engage CD) “Workmanship,” Track 11; “Three Men in a Fire,” Track
12; “Hora for God,” Track 13

Bible Challenge Question: Name the Babylonian king who defeated Jerusalem,

destroyed the country, and took many Jews to his country as captives. Nebuchadnezzar

Notes:

Explore | Approximate time:

To bring:

Level 1 (Grades 1-3) Level 2 (Grades 4-6)
Location: Location:

Leader(s): Leader(s):

Notes: Notes:

Adult Bible Study
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

*If applicable




To bring:

Express Options (Choose 2 or more!)

Approximate
times:

Slot 1: Slot 2: Slot 3*: Slot 4*:

Slot 5*:

Slot 6*:

[J Music: (Express CD) Romans 8:38-39 (Track 17)
God Is So Good (Track 10)
Ephesians 2:8-9 (Track 7)
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Skit: The Three Men in the Fiery Furnace
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Craft: Fiery-Flames Pennants
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Food Activity: Fiery Snack
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Group Activity: Hidden Colors
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:




Lesson 11: Daniel in the Lions’ Den
Text: Daniel 6

Date Used:

Key Point: Jesus, who saved Daniel, would Himself be given over to the satanic lion to save the

world.

Law/Gospel: In the world, evil is called good, and those who seek to do good suffer and are
brought down by sinners who hate anything good. In Christ, | am blessed when | suffer for His
name. He is with me, granting me His comfort and strength and preserving my life eternally
by giving me salvation in Him.

To bring: Engage Approximate time:
Location:
Leader(s):
Suggested Songs: (Engage CD) “Hora for God,” Track 13; “Don’t Look Back,” Track 7;
“Workmanship,” Track 11
Bible Challenge Question: True or false? The Babylonians changed Daniel’s name. True.
They called Daniel Belteshazzar (Daniel 1:6-7).
Notes:
To bring: Explore | Approximate time:

Level 1 (Grades 1-3) Level 2 (Grades 4-6)
Location: Location:

Leader(s): Leader(s):

Notes: Notes:

Adult Bible Study

Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

*If applicable



To bring:

Express Options (Choose 2 or more!)

_ Slot 1: Slot 2: Slot 3*:
Approximate

times:

Slot 4*:

Slot 5*:

Slot 6*:

[0 Music: (Express CD) Jesus Loves Me (Track 14)
Philippians 4:19 (Track 15)
Without a Doubt (Track 19)
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Skit: Daniel in the Lions’ Den
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[0 Craft: Lion Paperweight
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1  Food Activity: Hungry Lions
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[l Group Activity: Lion Escape
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:




Lesson 12: God’s People Go Home
Text: Ezra 1-3; 7:11-28; Nehemiah 2:1-8; 12:27-43

Date Used:

Key Point: God used unbelieving kings to restore His exiled people to Jerusalem according to
His will. God sent Jesus, the King of kings, to Jerusalem to restore His wayward people to
Himself forever.

Law/Gospel: God’s just judgment on unbelief and sin is punishment and exile from Him forever.
In mercy and grace, God forgives my sins, reclaims me as His child, and blesses me with all
good things for the sake of His Son, Jesus, who will take me to the new Jerusalem, my home
in heaven, where there is joy and celebration forever.

To bring: Engage Approximate time:
Location:
Leader(s):
Suggested Songs: (Engage CD) “Don’t Look Back,” Track 7; “Children of the Heavenly
Father,” Track 8; “Hora for God,” Track 13
Bible Challenge Question: If you are “living in exile,” are you close to home or far away
from home? Far away from home
Notes:
To bring: Explore | Approximate time:

Level 1 (Grades 1-3) Level 2 (Grades 4-6)
Location: Location:

Leader(s): Leader(s):

Notes: Notes:

Adult Bible Study

Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

*If applicable



To bring:

Express Options (Choose 2 or more!)

_ Slot 1: Slot 2: Slot 3*:
Approximate

times:

Slot 4*:

Slot 5*:

Slot 6*:

[J Music: (Express CD) | Am Sorry, Jesus (Track 12)
Jesus Loves Me (Track 14)
Revelation 21:4 (Track 16)
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[0 Skit: God’s People Go Home
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[0 Craft: Scripture Scroll
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1  Food Activity: Sweet Celebration!

Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1  Group Activity: Jerusalem the Golden

Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:




Lesson 13: Esther

Text: Book of Esther
Date Used:

Key Point: In the actions of Esther, we see the pattern of deliverance that God sketches
throughout the story of Israel, a pattern that finds its fulfillment in Jesus, our Savior.

Law/Gospel: In my sin, | am apathetic and anxious, and | despair in this life. No matter how
desperate the times or how hidden God and His ways seem to be, the Lord has a plan to save
me in Jesus, His Son.

To bring: Engage Approximate time:
Location:
Leader(s):
Suggested Songs: (Engage CD) “Workmanship,” Track 11; “Built on Christ,” Track 4;
“Jesus Loves Me,” Track 6
Bible Challenge Question: Name one or more women who were queens over God’s
people in the Old Testament. Jezebel, Vashti, and Esther. Maacah is called queen
mother.
Notes:

To bring: Explore | Approximate time:

Level 1 (Grades 1-3)

Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

Adult Bible Study

Location:

Leader(s):

Level 2 (Grades 4-6)
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

*If applicable



To bring:

Express Options (Choose 2 or more!)

_ Slot 1: Slot 2: Slot 3*:
Approximate

times:

Slot 4*:

Slot 5*:

Slot 6*:

[J Music: (Express CD) Jeremiah 29:11 (Track 13)
God Has Given Us His Word (Track 8)
Don’t Look Back (Track 6)
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Skit: Esther
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1 Craft: Painted Picture Frame
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1  Food Activity: Hamantaschen Snack
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:

[1  Group Activity: Scrubbed Clean and Saved
Location:

Leader(s):

Notes:
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